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This book presents an extensive collection of my photogra-
phy work spanning over two decades. Through this collection 
of self-portraits and landscapes, I wish to entice spectators to 
partake in a journey of introspection and revelation. I aim to 
explore the delicate balance between liberty and limitations, 
pursue harmony and purpose in life, and seek inner tranquility, 
all while drawing upon inspiration from universal desires for 
beauty, nature, intimacy, and a sense of belonging. 
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Born and raised in Shanghai, Shen Wei is based in New York City. His work has been exhibited internationally, with 
venues including the Museum of the City of New York, the Philadelphia Museum of Art, the Morgan Library & Mu-
seum in New York, the Power Station of Art in Shanghai, the Hasselblad Foundation in Göteborg, Sweden, the North 
Carolina Museum of Art, and the Museum of Contemporary Photography in Chicago. His work has been featured in 
The New York Times, The Guardian, The New Yorker, CNN, Aperture, ARTnews, Paris Review, Financial Times, Le 
Figaro, and American Photo.
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the Ringling Museum of Art. Shen Wei is a recipient of the Rockefeller Foundation Bellagio Center Arts Residency, the 
Asian Cultural Council Arts & Religion Fellowship, the New York Foundation for the Arts Fellowship, and the Lower 
Manhattan Cultural Council Arts Grant. He holds an MFA in photography, video, and related media from the School 
of Visual Arts, New York, and a BFA in photography from Minneapolis College of Art and Design. 




