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I Miss You Already is a decade-long (2009-2019) self-portrait project that reveals the process 
of self-reflection and self-discovery.  It is a provocative way to explore my sense of security 
through understanding the tension between freedom and boundaries. 

Each image from this series is at once a moment of introspection and rebellion.  Memory, fanta-
sy, anxiety, seduction, and emptiness often lead to these moments.   Making these self-portraits 
is an experience of emotional release, a way to express my desire for openness and possibility, 
as well as a step towards learning acceptance.

While this project is my awakening response to liberation and hope, it also represents a univer-
sal search for our place in nature and society.





SHEN WEI (b.1977) 

Born and raised in Shanghai, Shen Wei is based in New York City. His work has been exhibited internationally, with 
venues including the Museum of the City of New York, the Philadelphia Museum of Art, the Morgan Library & Mu-
seum in New York, the Power Station of Art in Shanghai, the Hasselblad Foundation in Göteborg, Sweden, the North 
Carolina Museum of Art, and the Museum of Contemporary Photography in Chicago. His work has been featured in 
The New York Times, The Guardian, The New Yorker, CNN, Aperture, ARTnews, Paris Review, Financial Times, Le 
Figaro, and American Photo.

Shen Wei’s work is included in the permanent collection of numerous museums, including the Museum of Modern 
Art in New York, the Philadelphia Museum of Art, the Getty Museum, the Museum of Contemporary Photography, 
the Library of Congress, the Carnegie Museum of Art, the Morgan Library & Museum, the CAFA Art Museum, and 
the Ringling Museum of Art. Shen Wei is a recipient of the Rockefeller Foundation Bellagio Center Arts Residency, the 
Asian Cultural Council Arts & Religion Fellowship, the New York Foundation for the Arts Fellowship, and the Lower 
Manhattan Cultural Council Arts Grant. He holds an MFA in photography, video, and related media from the School 
of Visual Arts, New York, and a BFA in photography from Minneapolis College of Art and Design. 




